Death from a morphine infusion during a sickle cell crisis.
A 15-year-old boy died during a vaso-occlusive sickle cell crisis after having received a prolonged infusion of morphine. Even in therapeutic doses, narcotics may cause significant respiratory acidosis and hypoxemia, enhancing polymerization of hemoglobin SS and thereby promoting sickling and vaso-occlusion. When narcotics are used during a sickle cell crisis, the best method is pharmacokinetically based patient-controlled analgesia.